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1. See, for example, Syrian Protests over Assad Cousin Signal Growing Discontent with
the Regime, in: The Telegraph (9.8.2015); Four Reasons Syrian Alawite Resentment to-
wards Iranian Intervention, in: The Syrian Observer (9.5.2016).
2.Some very famous anti-regime figures — such as Louay Hussein, Aref Dalila, Monzer
Makhous, Samar Yazbek, Fuad Homaira — are Alawite and have stood on the side of
the uprising since the start of the conflict.
3. Much of the northern part of the Latakia governorate, on the border with Turkey,
is populated by ethnic Turkmen and Sunni Arabs (especially the Kasab, Rabeaa and
Kansaba and Salafna sub districts). Because these areas are historically — and in the
uprising— linked more closely to the towns of the adjacent Idlib governorate, they are
not covered in this study.
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4. See Hanna Batatu (1999): Syria’s Peasantry, the Descendants of Its Lesser Rural No-
tables, and Their Politics. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press: 12 f.
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5. 1bid., 19 f.
6. Fabrice Balanche (2013): Cartographie de la crise Syrienne; available at Link (last
accessed on 23.6.2016).
7. Central Bureau of Statistics, 2014 census; available at Link (last accessed on
27.4.2016).
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8.See Azmi Bishara (2013): Suriya, Darb al-Alam nahwa al-Huriya: Muhawala fil-Tarikh
al-Rahn [Syria, a Path to Freedom from Suffering: An Attempt in Contemporary Histo-
ry]. Beirut: al-Markaz al-Arabi lil-Abhath wa-Dirasat al-Siyasat: 98 f.
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http://www.gremmo.mom.fr/recherche/cartographie-de-la-crise-syrienne
http://cbssyr.sy/people statistics/popmoh.pdf
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9. See, for example, Liam Stack and Katherine Zoepf, Syria Presses Crackdown on Two
Cities on Coast, in: The New York Times, (12.4.2011); available at Link (last accessed
on 23.6.2016); see also BBC, Syria unrest: Twelve killed in Latakia protest (27.4.2011);
available at: Link (last accessed on 23.6.2016).
10. The coast has received around 750,000 internally displaced people (IDP). As of Oc-
tober 2014, Tartus governorate had received an estimated 450,000 IDPs and Latakia
governorate 300,000. See Shannon Doocy, Emily Lyles, Tefera D. Delbiso, and Court-
land W. Robinson (2015). Internal Displacement and the Syrian Crisis: An Analysis of
Trends from 2011—2014, in: Conflict and Health 9: 33 f.
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11. Kheder Khaddour (2015): The Assad Regime’s Hold on the Syrian State, Carneg-
ie Middle East Center Paper (8.7.2015); available at: www.carnegie-mec.org (last ac-
cessed on 23.6.2016).
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12. For an example of this regime narrative, see BBC Exclusive Interview with Presi-
dent Bashar al-Assad, BBC News, 10 February 2015; available at: Link (last accessed on
23.6.2016).
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www.bbc.com
13. The data for this figure were gathered by research assistants interviewing individ-
uals from the administrative sub-districts (nawahi) shown on the map.
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14. Syrians of all religious backgrounds and regional provenances have come to the
coast, but the great majority of the newcomers have been of Sunni Arab background
and from the Idlib and Aleppo provinces that border the coastal region. Therefore, this
section focuses on divisions among members of this sociogeographic category, of Sun-

nis from Aleppo and Idlib provinces.



http://www.nytimes.com/2011/04/13/world/middleeast/13syria.html
http://www.bbc.com/ news/world-middle-east-12873053
http://carnegie-mec.org/2015/07/08/assad-regime-s-hold-on-syrian-state/id3k
http://carnegie-mec.org/2015/07/08/ar-pub-60622
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-31311895
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-31311895
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15. This section draws on both the semi-structured interviews conducted by research
assistants and in-depth interviews conducted by the author.
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16. This study defines the term »middle class«, for Syria at least, as the group of fam-
ilies with a stable annual income that puts them well above the poverty line, social
insurance, and property ownership (e.g., real estate or cars). It excludes people with
vast personal wealth, like owners of major enterprises or investors in regime-related
holding companies (e.g., Sham al-Qabeda, see Azmi Bishara (2013): Suriya, Darb al-
Alam nahwa al-Huriya: Muhawala fil-Tarikh al-Rahn [Syria, a Path to Freedom from
Suffering: An Attempt in Contemporary History]. Beirut: al-Markaz al-Arabi lil-Abhath
wa-Dirasat al-Siyasat.
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17. Figure 4 shows the location of these neighborhoods in the city.
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18. Data collected through fieldwork July — October 2015.
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19. See Link (last accessed on 23.6.2016).
20.See No One’s Left: Summary Execution by the Syrian Forces in al-Bayda and Baniyas,
in:Human Rights Watch (13.9.2013); available at: Link (last accessed on 23.6.2016).
21. Interview with Syrian Red Cross staff working in Latakia, Beirut, December 2015.
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22. lbid.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tZWM1hFII2Q
https://https/www.hrw.org/report/2013/09/13/no-ones-left/summary-executions-syrian-forces-al-bayda-and-baniyas
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23. Data collected through fieldwork July—October 2015.
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24. See, for example, the reference to »Aleppo, a key conservative bastion « in Antho-
ny Shadid (2011): Syrian Elites to Fight Protests to »the End, in: The New York Times
(10.5.2011). Local residents of Aleppo even organized pro-regime parades. For more
information, see Popular Protest in North Africa and the Middle East (VII): The Syri-
an Regime’s Slow-Motion Suicide, in: Crisis Group Middle East / North Africa Report
N°109, (13.7.2011), 5 f. Consequently, among Aleppo residents, those who chose to
flee to regime-controlled areas and settled in primarily Alawite neighborhoods usually
showed little sympathy for rebels associated with shelling of their home town.
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25. Telephone interview with local NGO working in Latakia, January 2016.
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26. Data collected through fieldwork July — October 2015.
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27. Fabrice Balanche (2000): Les Alaouites, I'espace et le pouvoir dans la région cotiére
syrienne: une intégration nationale ambigué, in: Géographie. Université Francois Rab-
elais — Tours: 546 f.
28. 1bid., 547 f.
29. 1bid., 544 f.
30. Data collected through fieldwork July — October 2015.
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31. Telephone interview with a Latakia resident, November 2015.
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32. Fabrice Balanche (2000): Les Alaouites, 'espace et le pouvoir dans la région cotiére
syrienne]. The fact that Christians also played a role in trade is of little importance for
understanding sectarian relations, because Christians remain a minority with whom
Alawites generally have an unchanged relationship on the coast.
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33. Telephone interview with Latakia resident, January 2016.
2016 Lo/ SN 065 3 L3I (o S L o 2uaila Alaa33-
34. Balanche: Les Alaouites, 606 f.
35. From the author’s interview with residents of Baniyas, January 2016.
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36. Bishara: Syria, a Path to Freedom from Suffering, 321 f.
37.See Link.
38. Data collected through fieldwork July — October 2015.
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39. Ibid.
40. From the author’s interview with an Aleppine businessman in Beirut, December
2015.
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41. Data collected through fieldwork July — October 2015 found that 19 NGOs explic-
itly related to the regime and involved in the conflict had been created in the coastal
governorates. A separate study cataloguing all newly established NGOs — including

religious foundations with no connection to the regime or the conflict — found that
43 new NGOs had been created (see Link)
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42. Data collected through fieldwork July — October 2015. See also Mosaic Facebook
page; available at: Link (last accessed on 4.5.2016).



http://www.creativememory.org/?page_id=104873
https://citizensforsyria.org/syriamap/
https://citizensforsyria.org/syriamap/
https://www.facebook.com/Mosaic.organization/info/?tab=page_info

Gilwlall allellamca

5yL5 08iSas9 2015 s9aST/ 0¥ (133439 gudsa/ 3903 o il Joe IS cnad il 42-
Tl LAty sl ke il Son Aomiam

43. Author’s Skype interview with a Syrian NGO employee, December 2015,
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44. The name of the charity has been withheld for the safety of its employees and ben-

eficiaries.
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45. Author’s Skype interview with a Syrian NGO employee, December 2015.
/931 0938 (A sgu S e Aalain B calbge po ol iaer Gl e 3L1a045-

2015 pacund
46. Data collected through fieldwork July — October 2015.
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48. See the association’s Facebook page; available at: Link (last accessed on 4.5.16).
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49. Kheder Khaddour (2016): Strength in Weakness: The Syrian Army’s Accidental Re-
silience, in: Carnegie Middle East Center (14.3.2016); available at: Link (last accessed
on 23.6.2016).
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50. Ibid.
51. Data collected through fieldwork July — October 2015.
2015 459181/ Jg¥1 005439 sulan/ 3903 Ot e Jos I3 ciand cilily 51-
52. Ibid.
53. Author’s Skype interview with an NDF member, January 2016.
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