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1 “Al-Rihla al-Suriya al-Thaniya (10): Hukumat Dimashq al-'Arabiya,” al-Manar 23:4
(27 April 1922): 314.
2 Ibid., 313—-14.
3 Text of the constitution has been reprinted in multiple primary document collec-
tions and secondary sources. The most authoritative is in Hasan al-Hakim, al-Wa-

tha'iq al-tarikhiyah al-muta’alligha bial-qadiyah al-suriya (Beirut: Dar Sadr, 1974),
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194—213. See also Mazin Yusuf Sabbagh, Sijill al-dustur al-suri (Damascus: Dar al-
Sharg, 2010), 81—105; Mari Almadh Shahrastan, al-Mu'tamar al-suri al-aam 1919—
1920 (Beirut: Dar al-Amraj, 2000), appendix; Muhammad Mufaku Arna’ut, Dirasat
hawla al-hukumah/al-dawlah al-’Arabiyah fi Dimashq 1918—1920 (Amman: Dar al-
Shurug, 2000), appendix.

A commonly used English-language source on the constitution mistakenly reports that
the designated the government'’s official religion as Islam: Dustur: A Survey of the Con-
stitutions of the Arab Muslim States (Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1966), 66. Majid Khadduri, au-
thor of that chapter and an entry in the Encyclopedia of Islam, made the same error in
his seminal article, “Constitutional Development in Syria,” The Middle East Journal 5:2
(Spring 1951): 139. The source of his error is a book by French scholar, Philippe David,
Un gouvernement arabe & Damas (Paris: Marcel Giard, 1923) that incorrectly translat-
ed Article 1 to read “a state. . . . whose official religion is Islam.” The correct translation
of Article 1, as reproduced in Arabic sources, is: “The government of the Syrian Arab
Kingdom is a civil, parliamentary monarchy. Its capital is Damascus and the religion of
its king is Islam.” (Hakim, al-Watha'iq al-tarikhiyah, 194)

4 Hubert Young, The Independent Arab (London: John Murray, 1933), 305.

5 For example, no mention is made of Rida’s role in the 1920 Syrian constitution in the
Muslim Brothers’ Wikipedia entry on Rida: Link (Accessed 26 July 2014).

6 Elizabeth F. Thompson, Justice Interrupted: The Struggle for Constitutional Govern-
ment in the Middle East (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2013), 150—176.

7 Nathan ). Brown, a leading public commentator on the Egyptian revolution, mistak-
enly called the 1920 Syrian constitution a mere replica of the Ottomans’ 1909 consti-
tution in his Constitutions in a Non-Constitutional World (Albany: State University of
New York Press, 2001), 68.

8 Samer S. Shehata, “In Egypt: Democrats vs. Liberals” New York Times 7 July 2013.

9 Thompson, Justice Interrupted.

10 Eric D. Weitz, “From the Vienna to the Paris System: International Politics and the
Entangled Histories of Human Rights, Forced Deportations, and Civilizing Missions,”
American Historical Review 113:5 (2008): 1313—1343.
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11 Christoph Schumann, “Introduction,” in Liberal Thought in the Eastern Mediterra-
nean, ed. ibid. (Leiden: Brill, 2008), 3.

12 Charles Kurzman, ed., Modernist Islam 1840—1940: A Sourcebook (New York: Ox-
ford University Press, 2002), 3—5, 20—22.

13 Leonard Binder, Islamic Liberalism, (Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1988), 4.
14 Albert Hourani, Arabic Thought in the Liberal Age, 1798—1939 (New York: Cam-
bridge University Press, 1983), 227.

15 Umar Ryad, Islamic Reform and Christianity (Leiden: Brill, 2009); Eliezer Tauber,
“Rashid Rida and Faysal’s Kingdom in Syria,” The Muslim World 85:3—4 (1995): 235—
245; Eliezer Tauber, “Rashid Rida’s Political Attitudes during World War I,” The Muslim
World 85:1—2 (1995): 107—21; Mahmoud Haddad, “Arab Religious Nationalism in the
Colonial Era: Re-reading Rashid Rida’s Ideas on the Caliphate,” Journal of the American
Oriental Society 117:2 (1997): 253—277

16 Dyala Hamzah, “Intérét général (maslaha dmma) ou le triomphe de l'opinion: Fon-
dation délibératoire (et esquisses délibératives dans les écrits du publiciste syro-égyp-
tien Muhammad Rashid Rida 1865—1935)” (PhD thesis, EHESS, Paris and Freie Uni-
versitdt, Berlin, 2008), 140—143, 181—193, 304—309. | thank Dr Hamzah for sharing a
copy of the thesis with me.

17 Dyala Hamzah, “From ‘llm to Sahafa or politics of public interest (maslaha): Mu-
hammad Rashid Rida and his Journal al-Manar (1898—1935),” in The Making of the
Arab Intellectual, ed. ibid. (New York: Routledge, 2013), 100. (Chapter is pp. 90—127.)
18 Ahmad Dallal, “Appropriating the Past: Twentieth-Century Reconstruction of
Pre-Modern Islamic Thought,” Islamic Law and Society 7:1 (2000): 342. (Full article is
pp. 325-358.)

19 In his chapter on Rida, Hourani mentions only in passing that Rida was president
of the Syrian Congress; Schumann, Liberal Thought in the Eastern Mediterranean, con-
tains a chapter Rida and the 1908 Ottoman constitution, the demise of Ottoman liber-
als in 1918—1923, and the Syrian constitution of 1928, but nothing on the 1920 Con-
gress.

20 Yusuf al-Hakim, Suriya wa al-’Ahd al-Faysali (Beirut: Dar al-Nahar, 1966); Abu Khal-
dun Sati’ al-Husri, Yawm Maysalun: Safha min Tarikh al-'Arab al-Hadith. Mudhakkirat,
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rev. ed. (Beirut: Dar al-Ittihad, 1965) orig. pub. 1945; George Antonius, The Arab Awak-
ening (London: Hamilton, 1938); Zeine N. Zeine, The Struggle for Arab Independence:
Western Diplomacy and the Rise and Fall of Faisal’s Kingdom in Syria (Beirut: Khayats,
1960). | depend too on the survey of al-Manar’s coverage of the Faysal erain Ahmad Sa-
lah al-Malaa, Juthur al-Usuliya al-Islamiya fi Misr al-Mu‘asira: Rashid Rida wa Majallat
al-Manar, 1898—1935 (Cairo: Dar al-Kutubwa Watha'iq al-Qawmi, 2008) 188—195.
21 Shahrastan, al-Mu'tamar al-Suri, 33—41; Antonius, Arab Awakening, 292. See also
Khayriyya Qasimiyya, al-Hukuma al-'Arabiyya fi Dimashq, 1918—1920 (Cairo: Dar al-
Ma‘arif, 1971).

22 Arna’ut, Dirasat, 68.

23 Shahrastan, al-Mu’tamar al-Suri, 60—68; Eliezer Tauber, The Formation of Modern
Syria and Iraq (London: Frank Cass, 1995), 16—19.

24 Shahrastan, al-Mu’tamar al-Suri, 73—83.

25 Tauber, Formation of Modern Syria, 21-27.

26 Tauber, “Rashid Rida’s Political Attitudes during World War I,” 119.

27 Arna'ut, Dirasat, 69, quoting Darwaza’s memoir, Mudhakkirat Muhammad ‘Izzat
Darwaza, vol 1, 285, 391,462; Tauber, Formation of Modern Syria, 46, 52; Rida, al-Ma-
nar, 27 May 1922, 392—-393.

28 Shahrastan, al-Mu'tamar al-Suri, 95. See also al-Manar 21:8 (June 1920): 438.

29 Shahrastan, al-Mu'tamar al-Suri, 103.

30 Tauber, The Formation of Modern Syria, 29—30.

31 Shahrastan, al-Mu’tamar al-Suri, 122—126.

32 Tauber, Formation of Modern Syria, 46, quoting al-Manar, 27 May 1922, 392—393;
Shahrastan, al-Mu'tamar al-Suri, 107—108.

33 Shahrastan, al-Mu’tamar al-Suri, 116—120.

34 See Thompson, Justice Interrupted.

35 Shahrastan argues that the full draft of the constitution was read to the Congress on
5 July, see her al-Mu‘tamar al-Suri, 181. The other members of the constitutional com-
mittee, which had begun meeting in the summer of 1919, were: Hashim al-Atasi (prime
minister in July 1920 and future president of the Syrian republic), Saadallah Jabiri (fu-
ture prime minister of the Syrian republic), Shaykh Abd al-Qadir al-Kaylani (a former




Gibwlall allellamca

mayor and Ottoman deputy from Hama), Safi al-Atasi, Ibrahim al-Qasim ‘Abd al-Hadi,
Sa'id Haydar (a lawyer and diplomat who would help write Syria’s 1950 constitution),
Shaykh’Abd al-’Athim al-Tarabulsi, Teodor Antaki, and ‘lzzat Darwaza (Congress secre-
tary and future Palestinian nationalist).

36 Shahrastan, al-Mu’tamar al-Suri, 181-189.

37 ‘Uthman Sultan, in the name of the committee, “Mazbata al-asbab al-ujiba li-wad’
la’hat al-qanun al-asasi — al-dustur,” reprinted in Shahrastan, al-Mu'tamar al-’Amm,
229—-244 and in Arna'ut, Dirasat, 119—132 from the original in Hasan al-Hakim, al-Wa-
tha'iq al-Tarikhiya al-Muta‘al-muta‘alliqa bil-qadiya al-Suriya fi ‘ahdayn al-arabi al-Fay-
sali wal-intidabi al-faransi, 1915—1946 (Beirut: Dar Sadr, 1974) 214—228.

38 Nathan J. Brown, “Reason, Interest, Rationality and Passion in Constitution Draft-
ing,” Perspectives on Politics 6:4 (December 2008): 675—689.

39 James Gelvin, Divided Loyalties: Nationalism and Mass Politics in Syria at the Close
of Empire (Berkeley: University of California Press), 188—195.

40 Said Amir Arjomand, “Islamic Constitutionalism,” Annual Review of Law and Social
Science 3 (2007): 115—140.

41 Tauber, “Rashid Rida’s Attitudes during World War ,” 117.

42 Arna'ut, Dirasat, 40—50; Gelvin, Divided Loyalties, 107—117, 154—159.

43 Hakim, Watha'iq al-tarikhiya, 48—58.

44 Reprinted in Abu Khaldun Sati” al-Husri, Yawm Maysalun, new ed. (Beirut: Dar al-It-
tihad, 1965), 210, 215—216, 228, 273.

45 Rashid Rida, “Ibra bil-sirat al-Malik Faysal (6),” al-Manar 34:1 (May 1934): 21. Link
(Accessed August 2013).

46 Rashid Rida, “al-'Ibara bi-sirat al-Malik Faysal (9),” al-Manar 34:5 (October 1934):
20. Link (Accessed August 2013).

47 “al-Mar‘a fi al-mu’tamar al-suri — munaqashat khatira yusajilha al-tarikh,” al-Difaa’
89 (Tuesday,27 April/Nisan 1920), reprinted in Shahrastan, al-Mu'tamar al-Suri, 194—
207.

48 “Al-mar‘a fi al-mu’tamar al-suri — munagqashat khatira yusajilha al-tarikh,” al-Difaa’,
27 (April/Nisan 1920), reprinted in Shahrastan, al-Mu'tamar al-Suri, 194—207. Quotes
taken from pp. 204—206.
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49 Rashid Rida, “al-'Ibra bi-sirat al-malik Faysal,” al-Manar 34:5 (October 1934): 20.
Link (Accessed in August 2013).

50 Tauber, Formation of Syria and Irag, 152.

51 Tauber, Formation of Syria and Iraq, 47.

52 David, Un gouvernement arabe a Damas, 130—132.

53 Roxanne L. Euben and Muhammad Qasim Zaman, Princeton Readings in Islamist
Thought (Princeton: Princeton University, 2009), 7—11, 19—20.

54 Emad Eldin Shahin, “Muhammad Rashid Rida’s Perspectives on the West as Reflect-
ed in al-Manar,” The Muslim World 79:2 (1989): 129, quoting al-Manar 22 (1920): 142.
55 Shahin, “Muhammad Rashid Rida’s Perspectives,” 130—131.

56 Philip S. Khoury, Syria and the French Mandate (Princeton: Princeton University
Press, 1987), 331—345.

57 Joshua Teitelbaum, “The Muslim Brotherhood and ‘the Struggle for Syria,” 1947-
1958. Between Accommodation and Ideology,” Middle Eastern Studies 40:3 (2004):
144; Khadduri, “Constitutional Development,” 152—157; Thompson, Justice Inter-
rupted, 217—226; Akram al-Hourani, Mudhakkirat vol. 2 (Cairo: Madbuli, 2000),
1077—1086, 1210—1224, 1231—-1239. Text of 1950 Constitution is found in Ma’had
al-Dirasat al-'Arabiya al-'Aliya, Dasatir al-Bilad al-'Arabiyya (Cairo: Jami‘at al-Duwal
al-Arabiyya, 1955) 142—-177.
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